Detecting experimental liver metastases at CT with the hepatocyte-specific contrast medium FP 736-03.
To evaluate the detection of experimental hepatic metastases at CT with the hepatocyte-specific contrast medium FP 736-03. A nude-rat model of experimental multiple hepatic metastases from a human colonic cancer was used. Three weeks after intraportal tumour cell injection, the CT examination was performed before and after i.v. injection of FP 736-03 at a dose of 0.5 ml/kg b.w. The overall detection rate was determined in a lesion-by-lesion analysis of 87 metastases. Irrespective of metastatic size, the mean detection rate for two viewers was significantly higher at the FP-736-03-enhanced examination (59%) than at the unenhanced CT examination (16%). The detection rate increased with the i.v. administration of FP 736-03 at a dose of 0.5 ml/kg b.w. compared with that at unenhanced examination.